How the Oregon Hatchery Research Center Can Help Wild Anadromous Fish/By Gienn Zinkus

t is widely known among anglers,

conservationists, fisheries manag-

ers, and researchers alike that

hatcheries and hatchery-produced
salmon and steelhead are detrimental
to wild fish productivity. Hatchery
fish interact with and spawn with wild
fish. However, there are many hatchery
proponents. The opposing views and
opinions among various stakeholders
often lead to litigation, with decisions
ultimately made by the courts. But as
bright as the best legal minds may be,
science is at the foundation of these
debates, and this science needs to be
understood if sound decisions are to
be made.

The Oregon Hatchery Research
Center (OHRC) began as a vision
of former Oregon Department of

Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) director
Lindsay Ball to create a facility that
develops science-based information
and data to form the basis for fish and
habitat policy decisions and programs.
Ball initiated this effort with scien-
tists, engineers, management experts,
and consultants. This group defined
what research is necessary to answer
questions raised during wild-versus-
hatchery debates, and what kind of
facilities are needed to conduct this
research. The OHRC was designed and
built from the ground up at what was
once a production fish hatchery along
Fall Creek.

The OHRC (www.dfw.state.or.us/
fish/ohrc) opened in October 2005,
its mission to help fisheries managers
understand and manage the interac-
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tion between hatchery and wild fish.
Specifically this mission is “to be an
internationally-recognized leader in
fisheries science, specializing in defin-
ing the mechanisms that may create
differences berween hatchery and wild
salmonids, management strategies to
manage those differences while meet-
ing fishery and conservation objectives,
and educating Oregonians on the role
and performance of hatcheries ...”

To achieve this mission, OHRC
personnel have three goals: to under-
stand mechanisms that may create
differences between hatchery and wild
fish; to develop approaches to manage
hatchery fish that conserve and protect
native fish; and to educate and train
students, fisheries biologists, managers,
and the public on the relationship be-
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