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| I}l’r‘-zlj,'f' Zi\‘ woods ll Hunter
[sland preserve ofters a feast of sex luded
shore r?'\i'l";'yv;‘{‘-lvl’ui'l‘l\\ A kayak and
canoe launch area located on the |
[sland side of the Orchard Beacl
lot opens onto a salt marsh and in
are also 1deal for ‘.‘\}‘:ur.illnln.
\\}\;M“.l from Hunter Island by a
broken and weathered rock causeway,
[win Island’s 19 acres of oak and hick

ory forest open onto salt marshes and

|| YW ]‘.

ng rock-strewn islands along the
sound. Paths lead through the marshes
to elevated islands and low points
along the sound. High tides flood the
marsh trail, calling for anglers to wear
waders to get to the outer islands. The
narrow inlet formed along the broken
causeway berween the two islands offers
prime hsh-holding features ideal for fly
anglers to prospect on moving tides. A
trail leads over the broken causeway to
the inlet that backs into a small bay.
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David Monahan and

[ony Panasiti to fish
the coves around Twin
[sland. We pulled up
to the stretch of rocky
beach and walked our

to the point. Casting

from the rocks on the
ncoming tide, Panasit

caught four
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vathers to its scenic, mile-long shoreline
during the summer. Admittance to the
propert s I ourt there 1s a ree for
yarking the expansive p.arl\.” r ot

during the summer season. In addition

to the beach and adjacent narure trails

on Hunter and Twin islands, the On

chard Beach facility includes a pavilion
and promenade with food stores and
specialty shops

[o get to Hunter and Twin islands
and the Orchard Beach canoe and
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South

area from Interstate 95
take Hurtchison Parkwayv South
toward the Whitestone :';ll\i:.i;'. After

4

about a half mile, take

exit 5 toward Orchard
Beach/City Island and
proceed straight to the far
left corner of the :W.NL.:H;"
lot. Across the road from
the lot, a sign marks the
canoe and kayak launcl

carry your
from the parking
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¢ Cod Nartional Sea

shore, primarily within the bounds of

the Town of Orleans on lower ( ape

Cod, Nauser Inlet is a

arms, hngers, ar d side

byvrinth of
: channels, all
connected to a serpentine main chan
”L'] ot \\‘-HIHI"__', currents and rast :.“E‘\,
Home to abundant striped bass and the
inlet en

occasional b uehsh, the pries

straight into the Atlantic, bordered by

Nauset Beach to th

Guard Beacl

¢ south and Coast
1 to the north. | ind the
mouth of Nauset Inlet one of the most

eresting places to fish in all of New

England. It’s a thrilling and special
place, with currents lowing ourt of the
inlet on one side and pounding surf on

Nauser Inlet is

locations that can have

the other

mong I:”u

a strong
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Nauset Inlet

.
1s a chartreuse/white Clouser Minnow

\ [ = . v e
Vv conhidence Hy for

with some gold Flashabou down the

center. This is what | consider to be
quintessential Nauser Inlet fly. A
wide variety of baithsh serves as forage

or gamc hish at different times of year,
so Clousers in other shades are also
lil\ill\{k
\||kl
ring Mer

it1ons. Bonito

important. Other eftective flies
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has interchangeable tips ranging from
slow-sinking intermediate tips to a
high-density fast-sinking tip for fishing
heavy rips and ki;';[;'ﬁl areas.

Nauset Inlet is best fished with
some sort ol Ii(l.ll,":,' vessel, whether a
canocg, .."..l.‘. .l:"w‘ orac |.l\\:\ \I"'l.l l:k carc
ful with the shifting sands; this location
C Il.lllv__'('\ with the season. A boat opens
widespread opportunities, allowing
you to access numerous rips, drop-offs
and holes that are striped bass magnets
Be sure to fish the outgoing flows
from the various arms and fngers in
Nauset Marsh. Launch points include
the Town of Orleans boat ramp on
Cove Road just off Route 28, near the
junction of U.S. Highway 6. Another
possibility for nimble kayakers is the
small beach at Priscilla Road

Anglers on foot have a few choices
I usually walk north from the Nauser
Beach parking lot; abourt 0.5 mile up
||1L l\ﬁl;il |‘.1\l where ‘\k'lll\ les have no
turther access, signed crossing paths

go from the ocean-beach side to the

inlet. Once over the dunes and onto
the inlet side, ]\L'L';‘ \4 Al..lxlll:,," north, and
fish the striper holes along the way. You
can :‘.'A.I}’\.l 'llk' marg |I .Ij’ the way

to the
tip (more than 2 miles, though shifting
sands can alter the route a bit), where
Nauset Inlet
\.l'u\‘.'l ]“‘if

exit 12 off Highway 6 and turn right

meets the sca ll- rcacn

from Nauset Beach, take

onto Massachusetts Route 6A. Follow
\u.ll\t‘ H;ull

daily fee for parking during the

the signs to ['here is a

SUmimect

Another approach for anglers will

ing to hike is from the north. Park at
Coast Guard Beach AIun:_»'_ the Cape
Cod Nartional Se ishore,

ind w

south toward the inlet. Again, this is a

|u'|lgl,'1\ [rex.,

Percy Priest Lake, TN
By Troy Basso
|A |";I“, |XIIL'\I

I .II-.: y 4S8 1t

Reservoir, or Priest

is known locally, is one of
of coal. The lake itself is nestle

Nashville,

1ICCCSS points scatrered across sev

d Hglxl

smack in [ennessee, with

eral cities and three counties. It’s a

big impoundment—14,200 surface

acres Z]:.;'. as vou '\'\lllll\[ :‘\.')‘L\I on a
huge reservoir in an urban area, hosts
plenty of angling pressure, including

ot of tourn

fishing.

Intense ¢ rappic

However, \IL\“il; ’.l]L’ ?1\}u:\ )

popularity, most anglers target bass
ind panfish, not the reservoir’s stripers
or striper hybrids, and thar facr is

wdvantage for Ay fishers. Percy Priest
boasts a dense population of both strip
ers and hybrids, and at times fly anglers
can enjoy excellent prospects tor both
fish. The reservoir holds a substantial
forage base of ﬂi}‘lt‘.[‘- \"‘Huilklll;f shad
ind }'.mh\il. both staples in the diets
of stripers and ||'. orids.

['he best
ind April, when the fish are shallow

d fall

and winter, especially December and

times include March

and accessibice o ”‘ c.f‘.{'_}k'l\ al

January. During that time the shad

g',,.fl]x'l in l.ll:,ik‘ nl!\llilu :I‘.} ’lh‘ ‘I'lil

winter weather causes a shad die-off

that brings big stripers shallow enough

that Hy casters can target feeding fish

Observartion is key to success on Percy

Priest: a Hock of feeding gulls indicates

']I.:I '~.'Lll'; ire }‘t,lll:;'. '."ll‘-ll(\l .L}‘ dgainst

the water’s surface by predator hish

and usually stripers are the culprits.

Another key on Percy Priest, according

to veteran striper guide Mitch Tinney,

(615) 828-0529, tinneysguideservice.
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['he fish

'kL'\illl:_L at 10

com, 1s to always b
variety of depths at any time
can .II]\{ ‘.‘.l].. 2o from
to 15 feet to a surface blitz in a martter

of seconds. Therefore, anglers need

[o ]~\u|' wWo I«uf\ ready at n” tmes:

f

one for surtace ':\lxm\,i and one armed
with a sinking-tip line for subsurface
fishing. When the fish are deep l\L'L_:V
the surface rod rigged and ready with
}‘l\!?"- ol ne already

\:fl:“',"(\.: from
r]u' reel and u‘!l.;ti on the E\H.II \'
If voure fl\"..:’.;; on top, |~~;'\;‘ the rod
with the sinking-tip line ready in the
same manner in case the fish go down
]\u‘i' are

Fish hinders in the essentia

for determining where in the water
column the fish are feeding

Fly patterns should mimic thread
fin shad in both shade and size. Clouser
Minnows and Puglisi Baitfish arc

\“N_ on Percy Priest. When the hsh

are feeding on top, white gray, and

hartreuse poppers are the ticker. Last
season | discovered that a shad-colored
Crease Fly can be deadly

Percy Priest is huge, with about 265

n this lake.

niles of shoreline, so vou won' \"-L‘[l'l: i

"

all 1in onc ounng; a f__‘llA.Ik cert .’[II.‘. Ii‘*

cut down the learning curve. But with

easy access and plenty of hungry stripers
and hybrids, the education here is well
worth pursuing. For maps and informa
visit www.lrn.

tuon about Percy Priest,

usace.arm

wy.mil/op/jpp/rec/maps.htm

www.matchthehatch.com « NOTES, NEWS & REVIEWS 9



